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who  Is  YHinding  ike  Store: 

This  thought  came  up  recently  when  I  was  reminded  that  in  May  it  was  twenty  years 
ago  that  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  opened  to  the  community  and  the  general 
public.  Starting  something  like  that  was  a  long  held  "fun"  idea  of  A!  Mack  and  his 
son  Eric,  and  while  working  on  it  Dorothy  Lindgren  asked  to  join.  The  formula  they 
developed  of  simple  fresh  homemade  food  served  in  a  warm  village  ambiance  turned 
out  to  be  a  very  successful  one.  But,  as  all  of  them  had  other  occupations  as  well,  it 
became  evident  that  a  full-time  manager  was  needed.  An  intense  summer-long  search 
for  the  right  person  ended  in  August  of  1975  when  Helen  Crafton  came  on  board 
and  was  made  a  one-fourth  owner.  Now,  here  she  is,  twenty  years  and  many  "write- 
ups"  and  awards  later  (Ford  Times  and  Where  to  Eat  in  America,  both  editions  — 
plus  several  Best  Restaurant  awards  from  St.  Louis  Magazine,  and  a  Midwest  Living 
Best  Restaurant  award)  still  offering  her  delicious  Scintillating  Lemon  Pie,  but  as  sole 
owner  of  the  Landing,  exploring  new  directions. 

Recently  some  big  changes  happened  in  the  bakery  next  door.  A  new  name  was 
added,  and  a  new  face  appeared.  A  fresh  wind  of  happy  ideas  is  blowing  in,  bringing 
a  spirit  of  generous  Southern  hospitality  and  civility.  As  new  people  come  to  Elsah 
and  others  return  to  live  here,  all  become  involved  with  village  life.  Some,  like 
Jeannie  Kisker  and  Susan  Van  Meter  with  her  friend,  Carol  Christy,  see  opportuni- 
ties to  create  new  adventures  tucked  away  in  established  shops.  Others,  like  Edith 
List,  reopen  previously  existing  places. 

The  way  thoughts  tend  to  hop  around  from  one  subject  to  another,  I  realized  that 
these  public  places  at  this  time  in  the  history  of  the  village  were  mostly  "manned"  by 
women.  And  so  are  some  of  the  positions  of  elected  or  appointed  office,  and  of 
volunteer  service  for  the  community.  Many  village  women  are  active  in  their  churches. 
In  fact,  women  here  play  a  conspicuous  role.  It  is  evident  that  the  pioneering  spirit 
of  resourcefulness  and  cooperation  is  still  alive  and  well.  For  the  historic  record, 
some  of  these  women,  active  in  this  way,  were  asked  to  share  with  us  their  thoughts 
about  their  work  or  service. 

To  our  knowledge  the  first  woman  in  Elsah  with  this  enterprising  spirit  was  Josephine 
Keller,  Edward  (Eddie  to  most)  Keller's  grandmother.  Actually,  in  spirit,  she  is  the 
grandmother  of  all  these  women,  whether  born  and  bred  here,  or  coming  from  afar. 
Genie  and  Eddie  Keller  compiled  this  biographical  sketch  and  were  generous  in 
allowing  us  to  use  it  here: 


Josephine  Hiiss  Keller  with  her  husband  Edward  Keller,  photographed  on  their  5()th  wedding  anniversary  in  1926  in  Elsah. 

Photo:  courtesy  Edward  and  Eugenia  Keller. 


My  name  is  Josephine  Keller.  I  was  born 
December  26,  1852  in  Elsah,  Illinois  to 
Lawrence  and  Theresa  Huss.  Lawrence  was 
born  January  19,  1821  and  died  February 
25,  1874.  Theresa  was  born  March  12, 
1820  and  died  December  26,  1901.  I  mar- 
ried Edward  Keller  on  January  18, 1876  in 
Alton,  Illinois  and  we  came  back  to  Elsah 
to  live.   We  had  one  son,  Lawrence. 

My  husband,  Edward,  worked  for  himself  in 
the  livery  business  here  in  the  village.  We 
lived  in  the  three-story  stone  building  (now 
known  as  20  LaSalle  Street).  In  1 877  I  started 
a  store  in  our  home  which  I  called  J.  K.  Keller. 
Later  when  my  son  Lawrence  started  work- 
ing, I  corrected  the  name  to  read  J.  K.  Keller 
&  Son.  (This  name  continued  for  93  years.) 
My  store  consisted  of  a  few  staples  plus  candy 
and  ice  cream  for  the  village  children  (and 
adults).  I  also  sold  vegetables  from  my  gar- 
den. The  main  room  of  the  store  had  the 
usual  counter  and  iron  heating  stove  which 
used  coal  or  wood.  (The  original  shelves 
behind  the  main  counter  are  still  in  use  in 
1995  after  118  years.)  I  opened  the  store  at 
6  a.m.  and  closed  it  at  10  p.m.  every  day. 
Now  since  I  lived  in  the  upper  and  lower  part 
of  the  building,  I  could  tend  my  home  while 
also  serving  the  public.  I  had  a  bell  on  the 
front  door,  so  when  a  customer  came  in,  the 
bell  rang  and  I  would  come  up  the  stairs  to 
take  care  of  them.  I  wore  out  one  set  of  stairs 
so  that  we  had  to  put  in  another  entire  set. 
When  my  son  Lawrence  started  in  the  store, 
I  taught  him  the  art  of  baking  and  he  became 
well  known  for  the  bread,  rolls,  pies  and  cof- 
fee cakes  that  he  made.  My  store  was  a  ma- 
jor part  of  the  life-style  in  Elsah,  as  the  people 
would  come  in  for  supplies  and  up-to-date 


news  of  the  community.  Many  families  came 
to  shop  so  I  increased  my  stock.  I  ordered 
large  amounts  of  food  that  was  shipped  by 
train  from  Alton. 

I  saw  many  changes  in  my  life  in  Elsah,  and  1 
believe  the  main  one  was  the  coming  of 
Principia  College  in  March,  1935.  These 
wonderful  people  became  our  customers  and 
our  friends.  I  well  remember  the  family  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morgan,  Eldridge  and  Helen 
Hamlin,  George  and  Frances  Andrews,  the 
Hubbells,  the  Gertschs,  and  Miss  Jenkins. 
My  hobby  was  gardening  and  I  had  a  large 
garden  on  the  lots  at  Mill  Street  and  Alpa 
Street.  I  raised  all  sorts  of  vegetables  with 
the  help  of  my  husband  and  son  and  his  wife, 
Emily.  I  also  had  a  lovely  flower  garden 
across  from  my  son's  home  on  LaSalle  Street. 
I  loved  flowers  and  I  loved  to  cook  and  en- 
joyed entertaining  my  friends  and  relatives. 
My  life  was  Elsah!!!  My  store  was  an  old- 
fashioned  ice  cream  parlor,  a  gathering  place 
for  the  residents  of  Elsah.  It  was  here  that  I 
served  home-made  "Sun  Kissed  Cherry  Sun- 
daes" that  were  known  throughout  the  area. 
I  must  tell  you  about  my  wonderful  daugh- 
ter-in-law, Emily  Walker  Keller,  who  worked 
many  long  hours  in  the  store  and  also  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  Elsah  community. 
She  was  a  loving  and  compassionate  lady  and 
everyone  loved  her.  I  celebrated,  with  my 
husband,  my  50th  Wedding  Anniversary  in 
1926  in  the  livmg  room  m  the  lower  part  of 
the  store  building  where  we  also  held  an  open 
house. 

My  life  came  to  an  end  on  February  17,  1939 
after  a  long  and  rewarding  time  in  Elsah. 
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In  the  self-same  building  Josephine  worked  in,  the 
Landing  Restaurant  has  its  Bakery,  and  Jeannie 
Kisker,  since  the  31st  of  May,  has  her  shop,  The 
Rabbit  Hole.  Jeannie  writes  for  both  herself  and 
Helen.  As  the  photo  shows,  together  they  form  a 
new  team. 

The  Rabbit  Hole,  tucked  in  the  Elsah  Land- 
ing Bakery,  is  Jeannie  Kisker's  dream  of  what 
shopping  should  be  —  a  calm  place  to  browse 
where  an  eye  for  value  and  detail  is  required 
to  find  a  treasure.  Looking  is  polished  off 
with  a  good  strong  cup  of  coffee  and  an  Elsah 
Landing  cinnamon  roll,  a  chat  with  a  local 
or  tourist  who  happens  to  be  pausing  to  en- 
joy Elsah,  and  voila  —  the  antithesis  of 
today's  common  gift  search  and  crush. 

Jeannie  and  Harry  Kisker,  owners  of 
The  Rabbit  Hole  had  an  immediate 
love  affair  with  Elsah.  Jeannie  in- 
sists that  the  relaxation  CD's  of 
nature's  sounds  are  only  rude  imita- 
tions of  the  rhythms  outside  their 
Elsah  bedroom  window  and  adds, 
"Neighbors  feel  like  neighbors  and 
are  wonderfully  comfortable  being 
themselves.  Rock  and  wood  blend 
as  one  from  village  home  to  river 
for  humans  and  woodland  creatures 
alike.  1  can't  believe  how  lucky  we 
are  to  live  here. 

"We  try  to  offer  some  of  that  same 
spirit  m  the  shop.  A  Victorian  night- 
gown rests  comfortably  by  beauti- 
fully crafted  contemporary  wooden 
boxes  and  turkey  calls  while  Beatrix 
Potter's  children's  characters,  Peter 
and  Jeremy,  stand  guard  over  books  on  cy- 
cling and  country  stores. 

"My  father  was  a  fine  woodsman  and  incred- 
ibly mventive;  my  mother  is  an  artist,  and 


my  Virginian  grandfather  was  a  true  gentle- 
man. These  themes  are  threaded  through- 
out the  shelves  as  a  tribute  to  them  and  a 
small  thanks  for  the  experiences  they  gave 
me  as  a  child. 

"Without  everyone's  help  —  Helen  Crafton, 
Ruth  Blattner,  the  painter,  Marilyn  Sherman 
with  her  needle,  thread,  and  patience,  Ray 
Speer,  hot  on  the  computer,  the  whole  Elsah 
Landing  staff,  neighbors  like  Nancy  McDow, 
Pauline  Bradley,  Sarah  Batzer  and  Tim  Jasina, 
Mike  Pitchford,  Genie  Keller,  Inge  Mack,  my 
mother,  and  Harry,  my  husband,  there  is  no 
way  that  The  Rabbit  Hole'  could  have  ever 
gotten  off  the  ground.  But  that,  too,  is  Elsah." 


Uelen  dull  on.  left,  cincl  Jeannie  Kisker  in  the  hakeiy 


Jeannie  goes  on,  writing  for  Helen,  about  what 
Helen's  work  at  the  Landing  Restaurant  entails, 
and  about  Helen  herself,  how  she  just  fits  the  part. 

Helen  Crafton,  proprietor  of  The  Elsah  Land- 
ing Bakery  and  Restaurant,  has  lovingly  fed 
River  Road  travelers,  Principia  students,  and 
Elsahites  for  twenty  years.  Fresh  dinner 
breads,  savory  soups,  sandwiches,  salads,  and 
spectacular  desserts,  have  made  the  small 
culinary  wonder.  The  Elsah  Landing,  recog- 
nized nation-wide. 

Helen  attributes  the  longevity  of  the  Land- 
ing to  appreciative  customers  who  love  to 
eat,  and  to  long-time  employees  who  take 
care  and  pride  in  their  work.  The  third  part 
of  this  successful  equation  is  Helen,  who  com- 
pliments the  efforts  of  her  staff  by  insisting 
that  the  finest  quality  ingredients  are  used, 
including  local  produce  in  season,  and  no 
preservatives  or  pre-mixes. 

That  integrity  in  food  preparation  personi- 
fies Helen  herself.  Her  quiet,  sharp  wit  and 
the  pleasure  she  takes  in  bantering  with  new 
and  old  customers  is  the  final  spice  added  at 
The  Elsah  Landing  that  makes  eating  there 
such  a  pleasure.  She  quips,  "Twenty  years  is 
a  lot  of  soup  and  bread,"  and  then,  more  se- 
riously, adds,  "I  am  so  grateful  to  my  long- 
time employees  and  customers.  Every  cus- 
tomer has  the  potential  of  offering  a  new 
story,  a  new  one-liner.  That's  the  fun  of  this 
business. 

"...And  Elsah  Landing  wants  every  customer 
to  feel  that  an  excursion  to  the  Landing  was 
a  good-time  —  worth  the  effort.  Every  cus- 
tomer gives  us  the  ultimate  compliment  by 
taking  the  time  to  eat  with  us.  When  a  sea- 
soned, old  New  Englander  tells  us  not  to 
change  a  grain  of  pepper  in  our  clam  chow- 
der, we  know  we  have  done  our  job. 


"The  cookbooks  we  publish  are  a  direct  re- 
sult of  that  same  sense  of  obligation  to  our 
customers.  Each  edition  is  a  result  of  re- 
peated requests  from  customers  for  recipes 
they  have  enjoyed  at  the  Landing. 

"The  River  at  our  front  door  can  easily  break 
our  hearts  as  it  forces  its  way  in,  but  it,  too, 
is  our  benefactor.  It  brings  all  these  wonder- 
ful people  to  us." 

■"■■  - i.C^r      K  D       ■■"■■"•-' ■"'" 


.leralyn  Lewitz  in  the  office  of  her  shop 


Upstairs  in  the  Mott  Building,  where  the  old  Prather 
Store  used  to  be  and  from  which  the  Elsah  Landing 
Restaurant  has  operated  since  1975,  we  find  three 
other  enterprising  women  —  Jeralyn  Hosmer 
Lewitz  in  her  consignment  shop,  serving  a  whole 


contingent  of  families  with  growing  children  and 
others  too,  and  Susan  Van  Meter  with  her  friend 
Carol  Christy,  creating  feathery  little  items.  Susan 
cheered  up  the  walls  of  the  steep  stairs  leading  to 
their  shops  with  delightful  fairy-tale  images,  invit- 
ing all  to  browse.  Many  donors  of  items  to 
Jeremiah's  indicate  a  charitable  organization  such 
as  the  Salvation  Army,  Oasis  (the  Women's  Crisis 
Center),  or  the  Humane  Society  to  be  the  benefi- 
ciary of  the  eventual  sale  of  their  items,  jeri  writes: 

Jeremiah's-Elsah  consignment  shop  has  been 
in  business  since  December,  1984.  It  is  still 
located  upstairs  over  the  restaurant,  though 
it  occupies  only  two  rooms  now  instead  of 
three.  The  owner  has  been  and  still  is  Jeralyn 
Hosmer  Lewitz.  Current  hours  are  Wednes- 
day through  Saturday  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
throughout  the  year.  The  store  includes 
clothing  for  the  entire  family,  small  house- 
hold items.  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  pub- 
lications, and  basic  groceries  and  snacks,  all 
at  a  bargain  (except  HEF  items). 

"Why  do  I  do  it.''  Because  I  like:  (1)  recy- 
cling things  that  are  usable  and  in  good  con- 
dition; (2)  bargains  (and  I  know  other  people 
do,  too);  (3)  helping  friends  and  charitable 
organizations  find  extra  funds;  (4)  talking 
with  visitors  about  Elsah;  (5)  and  being  of 
service  to  the  community  in  an  unusual  way!" 


Carol  Christ}'  seated  and 
Susan  Van  Meter  in  their  shop 

Susan  Van  Meter  speaks  for  both  herself  and  her 
friend  Carol  when  she  invites  us  all  to  share  in  their 
pleasure  of  being  in  Elsah: 

"It's  spring  in  Elsah  and  time  to  Teather  your 
Nest'  at  our  new  one  room  shop  resting  above 
the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  and  neighbor- 
ing with  Jeremiah's.  Owners,  Susan  Van 
Meter  and  Carol  Christy,  welcome  you  to 
visit  the  shop  filled  with  collectibles,  crafts, 
florals,  children's  books  and  toys.  Custom 
florals,  paintings  and  gift  baskets  will  hap- 
pily be  made  to  order. 

"Our  shop  has  been  a  lifelong  dream  of  life- 
long friends.   We  hope  to  see  you  soon!" 
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Walking  down  LaSalle  Street  towards  the  river,  we 
come  to  a  small  outbuilding  of  the  Riverview  House. 
Originally  a  barn  and  at  some  time  a  smokehouse, 
it  was  converted  into  a  bunk  house  in  the  1870s  by 
Cosmos  Keller  for  overflow  guests  at  the  then  called 
River  Side  Hotel.  Later,  in  the  1950s  Ed  Rhoads, 
Jr.,  used  it  as  his  studio,  and  then,  when  Glenn  and 
Judy  Felch  took  over  the  property  in  the  middle 
1970s,  it  was  made  into  an  art  gallery.  They  named 
it  Ailsa  Craig  for  the  very  last  rock  seen  outward 
bound  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde  in  Scotland,  a  rock  the 
Semples,  who  founded  Elsah,  were  familiar  with. 

Presently,  the  new  occupant  of  the  recently  restored 
Riverview  House,  Edith  Pfeifer  List,  with  family, 
has  reopened  the  charming  building  to  the  public. 

"Upon  movmg  into  Riverview  in  July,  1994, 
I  decided  to  reopen  Ailsa  Craig.  Memories 
of  previous  enterprises  left  me  with  a  legacy 
to  continue.  There  were  enough  local  artists 
to  fill  the  small  walls  with  art  of  all  kinds. 
Joanne  Evans  displays  her  handpainted  items, 
including  clothing.    Nora  Bushong  Larimer 


shows  her  watercolors,  and  Gretchen  Batz 
her  photographs.  Crocker  &c  Springer  have 
various  samples  of  their  salt-glazed  stone- 
ware, and  Honeysuckle  Pottery  their  folk 
pottery.  Also,  there  is  Judy  Felch  jewelry.  The 
Ailsa  Craig  is  open  spring  through  fall,  week- 
ends and  by  appointment. 

"The  purpose  of  Ailsa  Craig  is  simply  to  pro- 
mote local  artists  in  their  setting.  Hopefully, 
this  legacy  will  continue  to  serve  the  artists 
and  the  community." 


Edith  List  in  Jront  oj  her  gallery 


While  Josephine  Keller  was  the  grand-model  of  all 
these  enterprising  young  Elsah  women,  there  were 
also  some  later  role  models.  Marie  Cresswell's 
grandmother,  Catherine  Cresswell,  ran  a  boarding- 
house  in  the  present  day  Riverview  House  in  the 
1920s,  while  Magarie  Rhoads,  who  was  a  later 
owner  of  the  same  structure,  managed  her  well- 
known  Rhoads  End  antique  shop  there. 

Alma  Barnes  needs  to  be  mentioned  too.  She  came 
to  Elsah  from  California.  When  her  husband  Paul, 
an  Elsahite,  became  postmaster  in  1953,  Alma  be- 
came a  substitute  clerk  at  the  post  office.  Alma 
was  fascinated  with  what  was  happening  there  with 
mail,  —  the  connections  that  were  wrought  between 
people  all  over  the  world  by  correspondence.  Soon 
she  had  more  than  twenty  pen-pals,  here  in  the 
United  States,  in  Europe,  in  South  America,  and 
maybe  in  other  places  too.  Alma  was  centered  in 
Elsah,  but  she  embraced  the  entire  world. 

In  contrast,  Betty  Clark,  our  present  postmaster, 
was  born  in  Elsah  in  what  is  now  the  Evans'  house 
"at  the  bottom  of  Prin  Hill."  She  has  lived  in  Elsah 
Township  all  her  life,  and  Elsah  is  the  hub  of  her 
universe.  After  graduating  from  high  school  in 
1960,  Betty  took  one  of  the  postal  tests  offered  at 
that  time,  and.... 
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tlY  Clark,  the  Elsali  Postmaster 


fice  with  their  friends.  My  granddaughters 
talk  about  going  to  'Grandma's  Little  House' 
when  they  come  here.  Young  visitors  show 
me  their  favorite  toys,  or  share  a  new  pet  — 
on  the  outside  of  the  wmdow.  New  mothers 
bring  in  babies  to  be  weighed;  strangers  have 
questions  about  driver's  licenses,  restrooms, 
or  pay  phones;  most  often  people  ask  where 
the  Landing  Restaurant  is.  Then,  telephone 
calls  from  all  over  the  United  States  come  in 
asking  for  names  and  numbers  of  the  Bed  and 
Breakfasts  in  Elsah. 

"The  post  office  is  more  or  less  the  center  of 
the  community  and  I'm  right  in  the  middle 
of  it  —  and  I  enjoy  it." 


"From  there  things  started  working  my  way. 
It  was  just  the  way  it  was  supposed  to  be.  In 
1969  Paul  Barnes  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a  job. 
The  timing  was  perfect  —  in  August,  1970, 
my  youngest  child  would  start  kindergarten. 
After  a  couple  of  years  I  was  asked  to  help 
out  at  the  Alton  Post  Office  in  the  evenings, 
and  shortly  after  that  classes  started  in  St. 
Louis  for  postal  employees  who  were  inter- 
ested in  becoming  postmasters. 

"In  the  fall  of  1982  I  was  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Grafton,  Illinois,  post  office,  and  then 
ten  years  ago,  in  June,  1985,  I  became  the 
Elsah  postmaster. 

"A  rather  large  volume  of  mail  goes  through 
this  office,  especially  when  Principia  College 
is  in  session.  We  have  lots  of  foreign  mail 
and  also  a  lot  of  express  mail  for  this  size  of 
office.  The  foreign  stamps  are  colorful,  but 
there  is  not  enough  time  to  enjoy  them  and 
finish  the  mail  on  time,  keep  the  post  office 
clean  inside  and  out,  plant  and  weed  flow- 
ers, and  repair  equipment  too. 

"I  do  save  American  stamps  for  my  children 
and  grandchildren.  They  really  enjoy  them. 
In  fact,  children  like  coming  to  the  post  of- 


Since  the  time  of  Betty  Clark's  birth  in  the  house 
"at  the  bottom  of  Prin  Hill"  that  house  has  changed 
owners  several  times,  and  now  it  is  the  Joanne  and 
Jim  Evans  House.  At  the  moment  it  is  being  re- 
stored after  the  1993  flood  damage  to  its  former 


Joanne  Evans  in  her  Elsah  studio 


colorfully  painted  interior.  Joanne  is  the  artist  who 
does  the  transforming.  Her  work  and  her  home 
have  been  featured  during  the  past  six  years  in 
Victoria  Magazine,  Country  Home,  and  several 
publications  of  Better  Homes  and  Gardens. 

"1986  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  career  for 
me.  Actually,  1  believe  my  whole  experience 
in  the  art  field  was  leading  to  this  wonderful 
work  of  handpainting  furniture  and  cloth- 
ing. 

"A  Michigan  friend  urged  me  to  paint  sev- 
eral items  she  had  collected.  Her  motive  — 
to  learn  to  paint  on  wood.  The  results  were 
quick  and  fanciful. 

"Upon  my  return  home,  my  friend  called  to 
say  a  local  shopowner  saw  the  pieces  and 
bought  them  for  her  store.  The  demand  for 
more  of  such  work  was  immediate.  1  began 
searching  local  resale  shops  for  whatever  was 
plain,  old,  wooden  and  could  become  a  can- 
vas. By  word  of  mouth,  other  dealers  re- 
quested pieces  and  the  rest  is  a  beautiful  his- 
tory of  new-found  friends. 
"Painting  on  clothing  began  almost  concur- 
rently —  as  the  colors  were  permanent  and 
my  wardrobe  became  covered.  Casual  wear 
clothing  includes  colorful  bouquets  with  rib- 
bons on  sweats,  tees,  denim,  and  cotton 
goods. 

"The  furniture  inventory  today  is  almost  ex- 
clusively manufactured  for  me,  including 
armoires,  dressers,  beds,  trunks,  desks,  chairs, 
mirror  frames,  and  jewelry  boxes. 

"The  palettes  continue  to  be  fanciful  and  the 
painting  enjoyable.  I  have  always  said  that  if 
the  interest  for  me  wanes,  I'll  move  on  to 
some  other  adventure.  But  the  interest  is  con- 
stant, bringing  great  satisfaction.  Part  of  the 
fun  is  coming  to  work  each  day  and  discov- 
ering the  results  of  yesterday's  labors.  Each 
piece  is  inspired  and  therefore  individual.   I 


feel  truly  blessed  to  have  found  such  a  natu- 
ral outlet  for  my  artistic  expression  and  am 
glad  so  many  others  are  able  to  enjoy  the  re- 
sults." 
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Pain  Fuel:  in  the  dinmg  room  of  the 
Maple  Leaf  Cottage  Inn 


Referring  to  Alma  Barnes  again,  we  have  to  men- 
tion that  Alma  not  only  corresponded  with  her  pen 
pals,  but  throughout  the  years  actually  traveled  to 
see  them  and  invited  them  in  return  to  visit  her 
here  in  Elsah  and  stay  at  her  Maple  Leaf  Cottages. 

The  Maple  Leaf  Cottages  have  now  become  the 
Maple  Leaf  Cottage  Inn,  and  the  new  proprietor 
and  manager  is  Patty  Taetz.  Patty  is  thus  the  sec- 
ond "woman  owner."  Patty  and  her  husband,  Jerry, 
live  in  one  of  Elsah's  most  historic  homes,  built  in 
1856.  She  has  spent  the  last  ten  years  renovating 
and  redecorating  the  Inn.   As  Patty  describes... 

"There  are  four  buildings  with  romantic, 
charming  rooms  decorated  in  American 
Country  decor.  The  grounds  are  redesigned 
in  the  English  garden  landscaping  manner. 
Garden  weddings  and  receptions  are  some 
of  the  specialties  at  the  Inn.  There  is  an  ex- 
cellent cuisine  and  outstanding  hospitality. 


"The  Maple  Leaf  was  listed  in  Travel  Holi- 
day magazine  as  one  of  13  'Great  Inns  in 
America'  (1990),  and  in  1994  the  Inn  was 
featured  in  the  book  Romance  of  Country 
Inns  by  Gail  Greco.  In  1992  we  were 
awarded  the  Pride  Beautification  Award." 

Though  the  Inn  has  received  wide  recognition,  Patty 
is  still  warmly  aware  of  the  village  life  around  her, 
and  extends  her  outstanding  hospitality  to  won- 
derful special  teas  for  sudden  marvels  that  strike 
her.  Like  the  fancy  teaparty  she  gave  to  a  family 
foursome  —  four  generations  of  women  in  Elsah: 
great-grandmother  Edith  Hammond,  grandmother 
Jane  Hammond  Pfeifer,  mother  Edith  Pfeifer  List, 
and  baby  Ingrid  List. 


Four  generations  of  women  from  left  to  right:   Edilh 
Hammond.  Edith  List  holding  baby  Ingrid  and  Jane  Pfeifer 


Way  back  in  time,  in  March,  1957  to  be  exact,  four 
Elsah  women  decided  to  run  for  office:  Josephine 
Copeland,  Minnie  Johnson,  Lois  Lyons,  and 
Magarie  Rhoads.  They  formed  the  "Women's 
Ticket"  and  were  candidates  for  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees of  the  village.  It  created  quite  a  commotion 
among  the  male  population  who  could  not  under- 


.lane  Pfeifer.  the  Elsah  Mayor 

Stand  the  why  of  it.  Unfortunately  they  failed  to 
file  on  time,  and  nothing  came  of  it!  (See  Elsah 
Historv  #56) 

That  was  then.  Today  the  Village  Board  consists  of 
women  and  men,  all  working  happily  together  with 
our  mayor,  Jane  Pfeifer,  who  is  the  first  woman  to 
serve  in  that  position  in  Elsah. 

"When  our  family  moved  here  in  1974,  I  fell 
in  love  with  Elsah.  Elsah  was  unique  and  so 
picturesque.  I  was  very  impressed  with  the 
historic  preservation  efforts  of  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation.  Chuck  Hosmer  was  the  Presi- 
dent. He  was  such  a  wonderful  story  teller 
and  promoter  of  Elsah.  I  certainly  regard 
my  service  to  Elsah  as  a  privilege,  the  privi- 
lege of  being  part  of  this  wonderful  historic 
village. 
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"My  Elsah  government  service  began  when 
my  children  were  small.  At  that  time,  I  asked 
the  Board  if  library  services  could  be  offered 
in  Elsah.  Delby  Darr  was  mayor.  The  Board 
did  not  think  library  services  were  possible. 
However,  1  was  later  asked  if  I  would  serve 
on  the  Village  Board.  I  was  first  appointed 
and  then  elected.  I  served  on  the  Board  from 
1978  to  1984,  when  1  was  appointed  to  com- 
plete the  remaining  portion  of  Delby  Darr's 
term  as  mayor.  I  was  reelected  in  1985,  1989, 
and  1993.  There  have  been  many  issues  over 
the  years. 

"I  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  local  gov- 
ernment through  service  in  Elsah.  Much 
more  than  my  university  political  science  de- 
grees and  classes  could  ever  offer!  During 
most  of  this  period,  1  worked  for  the  State  of 
Illinois.  While  learning  about  local  govern- 
ment in  Elsah,  I  was  also  learning  about  state 
and  federal  government,  grants  and  audits. 

"Certainly  no  time  has  been  as  busy  as  the 
last  two  years.  Flood  recovery  has  seemed 
very  prolonged.  Also,  flood  recovery  has 
meant  many  changes  in  Elsah  buildings. 
Hopefully,  we  will  look  back  at  this  period 
as  a  useful  rebuilding  period  made  somewhat 
easier  by  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation 
Grants.  Also,  we  have  had  great  help  from 
the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency  and 
the  National  Trust  staff,  as  well  as  our  good 
friend  and  consultant,  Jack  Luer. 

"Elsah  will  change  in  the  next  years.  There 
will  be  population  growth  with  new  build- 
ing. Also,  the  state  and  federal  governments 
will  continue  to  make  new  demands  on  local 
government.  Most  lawmakers  only  know 
about  local  government  with  full  time  staff. 
While  we  may  not  have  full  time  staff,  pro- 
fessional help  will  be  increasingly  needed. 
Whatever  changes  do  happen,  Elsah  will  al- 
ways be  Elsah  —  a  real  charmer.  Elsah's  char- 
acter and  people  will  always  be  special." 


\p 


In  1971  when  the  Elsah  Garden  Club  was  incorpo- 
rated and  its  name  changed  to  Historic  Elsah  Foun- 
dation, one  of  its  members,  Jo  Copeland,  who  also 
happened  to  be  one  of  the  four  women  on  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  "Women's  Ticket,"  became  one 
of  the  self-perpetuating  "founding"  group  of  the 
Foundation.  It  was  the  same  idea  of  service  for  the 
community  that  moved  the  Garden  Club  members 
from  merely  enjoying  Elsah's  beauty  to  a  realiza- 
tion of  its  specialness  (which  was  still  rather  avant- 
garde  at  that  time)  and  to  the  acceptance  of  a  re- 
sponsibility to  help  preserve  and  enhance  its  his- 
toric qualities. 

The  community  was  very  fortunate  that  it  had  a 
guiding  light  in  the  person  of  Charles  Hosmer.  It 
is  a  daunting  job  to  have  to  follow  Charles  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Foundation,  but  fortunately  there  is  the 
full  support  of  the  Board.  All  board  members  are 
volunteers;  the  only  salaried  member  is  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. Marie  Oleson,  who  now  holds  this 
office  and  without  whom  the  Foundation  could  not 
properly  function  writes  the  followmg: 

"When  asked  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's 
President,  Chuck  Hosmer,  to  serve  as  secre- 
tary-treasurer in  1988,  little  did  I  realize  how 
involved  I  would  become  with  the  activities 
and  goals  of  this  organization.  Time  has  not 


Marie  Oleson,  the  Secretarv-Treasurer  of  H.E.F 
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allowed  for  total  immersion  in  this  work,  but 
the  potential  is  great  for  productive,  full-time 
activity. 

"Some  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  (HEF) 
activities  include  an  ever-growing  photo  col- 
lection which  is  being  catalogued;  the  pub- 
lishing of  a  bi-annual  newsletter,  Elsah  His- 
tory, which  is  mailed  to  over  100  members 
in  the  community  and  around  the  country; 
maintaining  the  Mott  Building  which  is 
owned  by  HEF,  housing  Jeremiah's-Elsah, 
Feather  Your  Nest,  and  The  Elsah  Landing 
Restaurant;  taking  on  the  responsibility  of 
caring  for  the  Village  Hall  and  its  grounds. 
Staffing  the  museum  where  many  of  HEF's 
publications  are  sold,  is  another  responsibil- 
ity. The  museum  is  open  from  1 : 00  to  4:00 
every  Thursday  through  Sunday  from  April 
through  October.  Elsah  street  lamps  can  be 
purchased  at  the  museum,  and  a  twelve-video 
series  on  the  'Illinois  Historic  Panorama'  is 
available  for  loan  to  Village  residents,  one 
video  at  a  time.  Last  year  1,679  people  vis- 
ited the  museum. 

"Of  special  import  is  the  current  project  of 
restoring  Farley's  Music  Hall.  Built  in  1885, 
with  the  upper  story  added  during  the  early 
years  of  this  century,  this  building  was  seri- 
ously listing  to  its  portside.  The  flood  of 
1993  only  exacerbated  the  situation.  Within 
weeks  after  the  flood  waters  receded,  HEF 
purchased  the  building  with  funds  donated 
for  that  purpose.  Grants  from  the  Illinois 
Historic  Preservation  Agency  and  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Community 
Affairs,  together  with  a  loan  from  our  local 
friendly  Jersey  State  Bank,  helped  us  get  the 
building  straightened  and  restored  (more  on 
Farley's  story  in  a  later  issue  of  this  newslet- 
ter). We  are  now  looking  forward  to  seeing 
Farley's  serve  this  community  once  again  as 
a  happy  gathering  place  for  a  variety  of  cul- 
tural events. 


"Over  the  years  I  have  found  working  with 
HEF  brings  to  me  a  gentle,  satisfying  sense 
of  contributing  something  worthwhile  in  sup- 
port of  the  preservation  of  the  very  special 
character  of  this  Village." 


Eleanor  Barnal  at  the  desk  in  the  museum 

The  Village  and  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  together 
manage  the  Village  of  Elsah  Museum,  which  is  lo- 
cated in  the  upper  room  of  the  Old  School  House. 
The  Village  takes  care  of  the  maintenance  and  utili- 
ties, while  the  Foundation  sees  that  it  is  properly 
staffed. 

Susan  Van  Meter  and  Eleanor  Barnal  form  the 
present  staff.  Students  often  help  fill  in  when 
needed  and  currently  Heather  Fulkerson,  a  Principia 
student,  is  there  on  Sunday.  Susan  has  been  there 
for  several  years,  and  when  you  see  a  large  pot  with 
colorful  flowers  next  to  the  open  sign,  you  know 
Susan  is  there.  She  has  a  way  of  making  the  mu- 
seum look  inviting.  Eleanor  knows  the  building 
from  its  old  school  years  when  her  son  was  a  stu- 
dent there. 
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Eleanor  writes: 

"I  work  in  the  museum  on  Saturday  from 
1:00  to  4:00  in  the  afternoon.  The  museum 
is  open  from  April  through  October  and 
sometimes  later  if  the  weather  cooperates. 
Admission  is  free,  but  there  is  a  donation  box 
for  those  who  want  to  support  the  museum. 
The  donated  funds  go  to  the  Village,  and  the 
income  from  HEF  literature  sales  go  to  the 
Foundation. 

"People  from  around  the  world  visit  the  mu- 
seum. Sometimes  former  students  of  this 
grade-school  come.  All  items  on  display  were 
donated,  mostly  by  old  Elsah  families,  and 
pertain  to  everyday  life  in  earlier  times  in  the 
Village.  We  have  a  guestbook  for  visitors  to 
sign,  but  not  all  sign.  It  is  fun  to  look  through 
the  book  and  to  talk  to  the  people.  It  is  very 
interesting  work  and  1  enjoy  it." 


Around  the  corner  from  the  museum  is  Selma 
Square  with  the  two  Village  churches  facing  each 
other:  the  newer  Christian  Science  Church,  and 
thesteepled,  121  year-old  Methodist  Church.  Some 
of  the  families  that  started  this  venerable  church 
are  still  active  members. 

Here  again  we  find  women  serving  in  several  posi- 
tions. Cathy  Hooper  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  while 
Jeri  Bross  serves  as  clerk  and  Mary  Talcott  is  the 
treasurer. 

For  the  Elsah  United  Methodist  Church  it  is  Eleanor 
Barnal  who  carries  the  responsibility  of  supervis- 
ing the  maintenance  of  the  building  and  grounds. 
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In  the  former  Methodist  Parsonage,  built  in  1859, 
lives  another  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
Mary  Ann  Pitchford.  She  assists  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  Church  by  donating  a  portion  of  her  lecture 
fees.   She  writes.... 

"Over  the  years,  the  donations  have  assisted 
in  redbud  tree  plantings,  painting  of  the  struc- 
ture, and  proper  lighting  in  the  sanctuary." 

She  is  the  Mary  Ann  in  the  M.  A.  Pitchford  and 
Associates,  which  has  been  in  business  since  1972, 
restoring  historic  buildings  and  gardens,  and  offer- 
ing lectures. 


Maiy  Ann  Pitchford  in  front  of  her  home 
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"I  have  co-designed  and  operated  Bed  and 
Breakfasts,  and  I  give  lectures  on  19th-cen- 
tury architecture  and  gardens,  and  on  deco- 
rative painting,  basket-making  and  French  fur 
trading.  My  business  also  carries  19th-cen- 
tury textiles,  lighting  fixtures  and  furnishings. 
For  the  last  eight  months  I  have  been  a  con- 
sultant on  the  restoration  of  the  19th-cen- 
tury home  of  the  American  author,  Mary 
Austin,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
village  of  Carmel  in  California." 

Mary  Ann  travels  extensively  to  different  restora- 
tion projects.  Her  work  has  been  featured  in  Coun- 
try Home,  Midwest  Living,  and  Ladies  Home  Jour- 
nal. She  is  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  St. 
Louis  Museum  Collaborative.  She  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Illinois  Fine  Arts  Review  Board,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  International 
Antique  and  Classic  Yacht  Society.  In  Mary  Ann's 
case,  Elsah  is  used  as  a  springboard  for  nationwide 
activities.  Interestingly,  here  is  the  first  Elsahite 
who  appears  to  be  actively  interested  in  river  sports. 


It  should  be  noted  that  there  are  many  more  points 
of  vitality  in  Elsah  than  have  been  mentioned.  There 
are  women  who  are  active  homemakers,  teachers, 
and  office  workers.  In  fact,  interestingly,  the  present 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Principia 
is  a  woman:  Dawn  Leonard  Larmer.  Also,  there  is 
Sue  Fuller  who  teaches  Kumon  Math  Classes  every 
Tuesday  and  Saturday  in  the  Village  Civic  Center. 
There  are  those  women,  and  men,  who  mind  the 
store  at  home  after  a  busy  career  somewhere  else, 
or  are  active  as  restoration  contractors,  watch  re- 
pairers, artists,  and  publishers.  There  are  two  other 
Bed  and  Breakfast  places  equally  as  good  as  the 
Maple  Leaf,  and  there  are  the  husbands  of  many  of 
our  store-minding  women  who  give  them  mental 
support  —  and  invert  a  well  known  saying,  to  — 
"Behind  every  great  woman  there  is  a  supportive 


For  the  historic  record  the  elected  members  of  the 
Village  Board,  and  its  appointed  Zoning  Board,  are 
listed  here.  The  present  Board  members  of  the 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation  are  listed  on  page  16. 
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Elsah,  like  every  community,  projects  a  "feeling" 
and  has  an  ambiance.  This  "feeling"  is  visible  in 
the  rhythms  of  its  structures,  its  trees,  gardens,  and 
fences,  and  it  is  noticeable  in  the  expressions  and 
life  of  its  people. 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  people  are  influenced  by 
their  surroundings  while  also  creating  them.  In  the 
case  of  Elsah  the  surroundings  we  live  in  are  spe- 
cial in  that  they  are  preserved  from  another  era. 
This  may  delight,  but  it  also  adds  the  responsibility 
of  preserving  for  others  as  much  of  the  vaUd  de- 
lights as  possible.  At  this  time  in  the  history  of 
Elsah,  that  so  many  "stores  are  minded"  by  women, 
the  classic  nurturers,  may  be  related  to  that  too, 
beyond  the  fact  that  as  mentioned  before,  the  pio- 
neering spirit  is  still  alive  and  well  here. 


The  Village  of  Elsah  Board  of  Trustees:  Jane  Pfeifer, 
President;  Carol  Stookey,  Village  Clerk;  Linda 
Cornell,  Village  Treasurer;  Trustees:  Sarah  Batzer, 
Marjorie  Doerr,  James  Evans,  Mary  North,  Michael 
Pitchford,  James  Schmidt. 

The  Village  of  Elsah  Zoning  Board:  Richard 
Ouderkirk,  Chair,  Paula  Bradley,  Joanne  Evans, 
Tim  Jasina,  Jeralyn  Lewitz,  Edith  List,  William 
North;  Alternate,  Kenneth  Deal;  Consultant,  Jack 
Luer. 
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Farley  Restoration  news 


Thanks  to  Jack  Luer's  attention  to 
detail  a  small,  painted  decorative 
element  was  discovered  on  the  inte- 
rior side  of  the  north  wall  of  the  hall 
when  the  brick  chimney  was  re- 
moved. This  led  to  the  idea  that 
maybe  there  had  been  a  stenciled 
border  above  the  wainscoting.  Care- 
ful cleaning  of  ever  larger  sections 
of  the  walls  disclosed  instead  that  the 
complete  wall  surface  of  all  four 
walls  had  been  decorated  in  a  rep- 
etitious, almost  quilt-like  design. 

Yet,  the  design  is  "structurally" 
placed  to  fit  the  architectural  ele- 
ments of  the  building,  like  doors  and 
windows.  As  Eric  Mack  mentioned, 
it  has  an  almost  baroque  echo  with 
its  painted  pseudo  pilasters  and  me- 
dallions. 

Earlier  in  the  restoration  process, 
when  the  stage  was  removed,  an- 
other discovery  was  made.  The  ver- 
tical boards  of  the  wainscoting  be- 
hind the  stage  were  painted 
alternatingly  red  and  white.  Visions 
of  a  restored  Hall  with  an  almost  cir- 
cus-like atmosphere  were  consid- 
ered, but  that  was  before  the  "mu- 
rals" had  been  uncovered.  Fortu- 
nately, after  later  cleaning  of  the 
wainscoting  another  color  surfaced 
—  a  blue  of  the  same  hue  and 
strength  as  the  blue  in  the  "mural" 
above  it,  complementing  it. 


From  left  to  right:  Melvin 

Starkey,  restoration  contractor, 

Inge  Mack,  H.E.F.  president 

and  Jack  Luer, 

architectural  consultant, 

in  front  of  Farley 


Uncovering  "murals 


Eric  Mack's  theory,  which  I  underwrite,  is  that  in- 
deed the  very  earliest  decor  before  there  was  a  stage, 
and  before  the  addition  of  the  second  floor,  must 
have  been  a  wainscoting  of  red  and  white  boards 
with  an  ochre-colored  wall  above  it.   And  that  in 


1910,  when  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
purchased  the  Hall  and  added  the  sec- 
ond floor,  the  Hall  was  redecorated 
by  them  using  symbols  that  are  typi- 
cal of  these  fraternal  organizations. 
Erie  thinks  that  similar  paintings 
might  also  be  found  upstairs,  if  the 
present  paint-coats  there  were  care- 
fully removed. 

The  uncovered  "murals"  are  so  spe- 
cial that  they  are  carefully  cleaned 
and  preserved  by  the  William 
Davidson  Painting  Company.  The 
pattern  of  the  "murals"  also  helped 
indicate  the  placement  and  size  of  the 
original  front  entry  door,  necessitat- 
ing a  change  in  the  newly  constructed 
door-opening. 

As  a  fun  extra,  a  small  romantic  mys- 
tery was  also  uncovered:  a  pin- 
pricked  heart  with  the  initials  MF  -I- 
either  JC  or  TC,  and  under  it  LOVE 
all  neatly  visible  right  above  the  wain- 
scoting on  the  north  wall.  Who  can 
help  us  solve  it? 


The  "Love" mystery 
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Village  Happenings 

Since  the  last 
Elsah  History  issue 


December  17,  1994.  The  Trovillion  properties  on 
LaSalle  Street  were  auctioned  off.  Both  structures, 
the  newer  frame  house  and  the  historic  1850s  stone 
building  —  the  former  Doll  Museum  —  went  to 
the  highest  bidder.  Tab  Bradley,  who  represented 
Russell  Schwarz  of  Alton. 

Later  in  the  month,  on  December  29,  Nancy 
McDow  deeded  her  lot  east  of  Mill  Street  over  to 


the  Village  to  become  part  of  the  permanent  park- 
like greenspace. 

To  be  a  little  more  recent  in  the  dates  of  our  "hap- 
penings," May  gave  us  a  flood  scare  again.  Elsah 
experienced  two  crests  six  days  apart,  on  the  22th 
and  the  28th.  The  elevation  of  30.4  of  the  first 
crest  was  slightly  higher  than  the  later  one. 


Two  Different  Approaches  to  the  Flood 


(photo   Kurt  Zimmerelei 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation 

Officers  for  1995 

President      Ingeborg  Mack 

Elsah  History  is  published  by   Historic   Elsah 

Vice  President     Marie  Cressweli 

Foundation,  Ingeborg  H.  IV1aci<,  Editor.   Subscription 

SecretaryTreasurer      Marie  Oleson 

is  with  membership.    Regular  membership  is  S7.50; 

Board  Members     Eleanor  Barnal 

Sustaining   memberhip   is   $15.00;   Supporting 

'py/'^                     ''-^"'-^  Bradlev 

memberhip  is  $25.00;  Patrons  membership  is  $50.00; 

N'W^        SueCollester 

Life  membership  is  $500.00. 

1/  ^H  ■■         Uine  Cronin 

\  JB.^  ^"         Gary  Gentry 

Please  send  to: 

\  M^L^         hhzabeth  Mclntire 

P.O.  Box  117 

\^^  BBiiiK      Daniel  Zimmerman 

Elsah.  Illinois  62028 

16 


